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scheduled to begin in early 2006. The
13-story building, which will empha-
size translational research, is the cen-
terpiece of the School’s efforts to
maintain its position as a premier
teaching and biomedical research
institution for decades to come.

Eleven floors of the building will be
devoted to laboratories for research
programs, as indicated by the diagram
shown here. The building’s open-
bench labs are designed to foster the
sharing of both equipment and ideas.
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and most dramatic addition to the sky-
line along the East River Drive,
between 23rd Street and the United
Nations, in 40 years. Floor-to-ceiling
windows—specially designed to
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Program Plan for Joan and Joel Smilow Research Center

Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery
Celebrates 5oth Anniversary

This year, NYU’s Institute of Recon-
structive Plastic Surgery reached a
major milestone—its 5oth anniversary.
Under the leadership of its Director,
Joseph G. McCarthy, M.D., the
Lawrence D. Bell Professor of Plastic
Surgery, the institute treats at least
3,000 patients each year with all types
of conditions requiring corrective plas-
tic surgery, making it the largest pro-
gram of its kind in the U.S.
Throughout the year, patients, long-
time supporters, and faculty of the
institute have gathered to celebrate

this special occasion. In early April,
the National Foundation for Facial
Reconstruction hosted a benefit at the
Rainbow Room. The gala raised $1.4
million for the treatment of children in
need of reconstructive surgery. This
fall, two special events are planned.
One, in October, will reunite the insti-
tute’s residents and fellows. The other,
in November, will reunite former
patients. Among the attendees will be
the first patient in the world who
underwent a distraction, a procedure to
mold new bone that was pioneered by

Dr. McCarthy, and the first patient in
the U.S. who underwent a procedure
called mid-face advancement.

Since opening its doors a half cen-
tury ago, the institute has been revo-
lutionizing the treatment of severe
craniofacial deformities. “You want
children to feel good about themselves,”
says Dr. McCarthy, who became the
institute’s Director in 1981. “If they
feel good about themselves, they will
become productive members of socie-
ty. We take care of every child who
comes to us, in one way or another—
that’s our policy.”

The institute has brought smiles to
the faces of thousands of youngsters,
and everyone who treasures it looks
forward to many more anniversaries. =
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